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I. — Grimes and Accidents. 

Foe the first time, the Bussian Government has just published a 
table of crimes and accidents, embracing a period of four months in 
the year 1863, founded on data afforded by official and judicial 
investigation. The figures have no claim to great correctness, for 
much crime must necessarily escape the attention of the Imperial 
Government in such a vast country and under corrupt influences ; 
and the statistics now presented must, therefore, be considered as 
very much understated. But a review of even the minimum 
amount of crime in Eussia, is a valuable addition to our statistical 
stores. 

The first column of the table shows that 3,049 fires occurred 
during the first four months in 1863 (as far as information had 
reached the capital), inflicting a loss estimated at about 570,000/. 
These figures are but slightly approximate of the truth. Fewer fires 
occur in the months embraced in the table than during the months 
of summer, when the combustible materials of Bussian houses are 
more easily ignited. The cause of so many fires has not yet been 
thoroughly ascertained. Incendiarism is supposed to contribute 
largely to the number, and their frequency in times of political 
agitation gives some colour to the supposition that all the fires are 
not accidental, but often regulated by some mysterious and male- 
volent human agency. A sect of religious dissidents, professing 
the doctrine of purification by fire, is sometimes reproached with 
the crime of incendiarism ; at others, the Poles are considered by 
the common people to be the authors of such disasters. Some 
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university riots at St. Petersburg and Moscow, in the year 1861, were 
accompanied by almost daily conflagrations of great magnitude, 
occasionally predicted by anonymous threatening notices. In this 
case, the fires were attributed, both by the Government and the 
people, to revolutionary actors in general, and particularly to the 
discontented students in the interest of the malcontent " Boyars " 
and Poles. However incredible it is, that scholars and patriots should 
resort to incendiarism as a means of kindling the fire of internal 
revolution, it is nevertheless a fact that fires in Eussia are frequently 
in intimate connection with the state of public feeling. In the case 
of the university riots, the fires were of immense service to the 
Imperial Government, which was thus enabled to show how pernicious 
the effects of revolutionary lawlessness might be. The deaths from 
fires are recorded to have been 126. 

The columns which state the cases of premature deaths by 
violence or accident are worthy of much attention, showing as they 
do a minimum waste of human life far greater than in any other 
State in Europe. But in reading these figures, due allowance should 
be made for the extent and the nature of the country to which they 
refer. The natives of Eussia Proper should not be taxed with the 
crimes of barbarous subject races ; and the inequality of population 
and education must disturb considerably any deductions founded on 
the above data as to the criminality of the Eussian race. 

During the first four months of the past year, 7,155 persons are 
reported to have died prematurely, inclusive of 1,553 dead bodies 
found. This would give 59 cases of premature deaths per diem, and 
the daily decrease of human life throughout the Eussian empire 
being computed at 5,700, about 1 per cent, of the total mortality is 
caused by crime or accident discovered and reported. 

This minimum of 1 per cent, may be analysed as follows: — 
22 per cent, consisted of dead bodies found without any assignable 
cause of decease. This will naturally embrace many cases of undis- 
covered or unpunished crime ; 34 per cent, are officially referable to 
apoplexy, and other sudden deaths by violence or the visitation of 
God, not specially recorded. The abuse of liquor produces 13 per 
cent, of the daily premature mortality ; 8 J per cent, are made up 
of cases of death by drowning ; 6 per cent, of suicides ; 5! per cent, 
of accidents by falls of earth, trees, &c, while recognized and inves- 
tigated murders yielded 5^ per cent. The cases of manslaughter 
make up if per cent, more to be added to the statistics of human 
violence. The remainder is referable to deaths from the very opposite 
causes of fire and frost. 

Apart from sudden deaths, drunkenness would therefore appear 
to be the most fertile source of untimely decease. The statistics 
under this head afford an instructive -commentary on the reform 
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in the excise law of Eussia, which came into operation last year. 
The system of farming the revenue from the sale of spirits was 
abolished, and the price of liquor reduced with a view to greater 
consumption. Those measures were effectual in making the people 
drink, in 1863, 34,509,634 gallons more than in 1862. Other 
liquors, such as beer and mead, were cheapened and drank in 
proportion. In 1863 the 59,891,069 inhabitants of Eussia in 
Europe drank 68,400,300 gallons of pure spirit. The result of 
such a policy is as yet but faintly visible in the above table, which 
shows 7 deaths per diem from drunkenness during the period 
under consideration. The twenty-six provinces of Great Eussia, or 
Eussia Proper, suffered most, having in four months lost 764 of 
their population by this vice. In those provinces, however, where 
the new system resulted in raising the price of spirituous liquors, 
the cases of deaths from drunkenness were only on an average 
3 per province. 

The deaths from drowning were 612, or more than 5 a-day. They 
were mostly caused by carelessness in crossing thin ice, and more 
than half were cases of children accidentally drowned in ponds and 
rivers. 

There were 433 cases of suicide during the four months. The 
ascertained murders amounted to 393, and occurred principally in 
the provinces of Baku (on the Caspian), Viatka, Tomsk, Perm, 
Kovno, Vitebsk, Poltawa, Kherson, Podolsk, and Kieff. 

Premature deaths were most numerous in the provinces of 
Viatka, Voroneje, Perm, Tambof, and Moscow ; and least frequent in 
those of Courland and Esthonia, on the Baltic, which generally 
appear very favourably in the statistics of morality. 

The practice of deserting illegitimate children is very general in 
Eussia, particularly in the manufacturing districts of Tver, Jaroslaf, 
and Nijni-Novgorod; but the figures presented under this head 
are very far from giving a correct idea of the illegitimacy which 
prevails there, large institutions existing for the care of children 
brought to the door by mothers unable or unwilling to support 
them. 

Such is the approximate computation of crimes and accidents in 
Eussia, now published in the " Northern Post," the official organ 
of the Minister of the Interior. The statistics for a later period, 
officially promised to the public, will enable the statistician to appre- 
ciate more fully, and with greater certainty, the value of these now 
submitted to his inspection. It should be observed, that the table 
does not record the fruitful cause of mortality which obtains in 
Eussia— the almost total absence of medical men in the agricultural 
districts, nor the excessive mortality from improper food and 
unskilled medical treatment in hospitals. 
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The reckless neglect of children in villages, and the influence on 
them of a rigorous climate, conduce likewise to arrest a stronger 
increase of the population. 

II. — Consumption of Spirits. 

The brandy-farm system, which had always yielded a very con- 
siderable revenue to the Russian Government, was abolished in 
1862, notwithstanding the strong opposition of the class interested 
in its maintenance. These urged that the old mode of collecting the 
excise duties was both certain and simple, and that the Government 
were not justified in sacrificing any portion of the public income at 
a time of such great financial distress. Their own experience of 
corruption enabled them to prognosticate that the Government 
would lose largely by the defalcations of the new excise oflScers who 
had to be appointed. The Minister of finance, adopting the views 
of the brandy farmers to some extent, provided for a considerable 
deficit in the budget of 1 863, under the head of excise on spirits, 
notwithstanding that he reckoned upon a much larger consumption 
from the cheapening of the article. During the last four years of 
the farm system, the sale of spirits had on an average yielded nearly 
about 15,619,757/.* The budget for 1863 anticipated a revenue of 
14,700,13^/. Contrary, however, to all expectation, the yield was 
no less than 16,244,500/. in European Russia alone, making an 
excess of 624,743/. over the average yearly revenue between 1859 
and 1862, and 1,544,368/. above that which had been anticipated in 
the budget. The sale of spirits in 1864 is expected to yield a net 
revenue of about 1 8,000,000/. t In 1862 the expense of collecting 
the duty on spirits in Russia in Europe, inclusive of the country of 
the Don Cossacks, was only 258,355/. In 1863, under the new 
law, the cost of collection was 1,326,935/., or 1,068,580/. more than 
in the previous year ; reducing the net revenue, in 1863, as compared 
with 1862, by 443,837/. At the same time the consumption of 
spirits throughout Russia, with the exception of the Baltic provinces, 
increased 25 per cent, in 1863, as compared with the preceding year. 
In the fifty European provinces of Russia, each inhabitant paid to 
the State — under the item of excise duties alone — the sum of 5s. 5<?. 
per head in 1863, or about 2d. more than in 1862. 

These results cannot, however, be regarded as fixing accurately 
or generally the proneness of the people of Russia to consume 
strong drinks. The above figures show only the first effects of a 
reduction in the price of liquor, although the statistics of the pre- 

* Beckoning throughout the rouble at $6d. 

t The total net revenue of the empire for 1864, is estimated at 47J millions 
sterling, exclusive of the cost of collection, which is about 5,000,000/. 
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vious years are certainly high enough. The nature of the climate 
promotes recourse to beverages that heat the system, and probably 
created the national custom of deep potation on every occasion 
of solemnity or merriment. Births, deaths, and marriages, are very 
favourable to the increase of the revenue. The statistics of these 
for 1863 were as follow : — 



Marriages according to the Busso-Greek rite 673,749 

Deaths 2,026,618 

Births 2,815,041 

Total 5,515,408 



It would thus appear that, independently of the numerous holy- 
days which the Greek Calendar affords, the Russian people had 
5,515,408 opportunities of consuming an extra quantity of liquor. 
Deducting even the deaths of persons under the age of 15, whose 
loss would probably cause less grief, and entail less recourse to 
oblivion, there would still remain 4,181,725 occasions on which 
brandy, beer, and mead must necessarily be drank in great quantities. 
An allowance might even be made of 10 per cent, on the births, as 
the produce of illegitimacy, which public morality will not suffer to 
be feted. But over and above these, the Eussian people are in the 
habit of drinking largely at church festivals, birthdays, saints' days; on 
the receipt of rewards, or on promotions ; on the occasion of advan- 
tageous commercial speculations ; at the termination of harvest ; the 
arrival and departure of friends. "Workmen, soldiers, and sailors, 
are equally rewarded with extra rations of corn brandy. 

All these inducements to abuse of liquor already existing, the 
Eussian Government intend to raise once more the duty on spirits, 
in order not to be accused of promoting their consumption. The 
immense increase of drinking shops in Eussia, the dismal pictures 
of intoxication which the streets of every town and village now 
afford, including the old and the young, and irrespective of sex, 
certainly calls loudly for some legislation by which the evil of 
drunkenness may be reduced within the narrowest limits, regardless 
of the interest of the imperial exchequer. 
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III. — Table of Grimes and Accidents in the Russian Empire during 



Name of 
Province or Town. 



Number of Fires. 



In 
Towns. 



In 

Villages. 



Premature 



From 
Hre. 



Suicides. 



Murders. 



Man- 
slaughter. 



From 
Drowning. 



Crushed 
by Trees, 

Full) of 
Earth, he. 



Astrakhan 

Wilna 

Witebsk 

Wladimir 

Vologda 

Volynsk 

Voronej 

Viatka 

Grodno 

Ekaterinoslav.. 

Eniseisk 

Irkutsk 

Kazan 

Kaluga 

Kier 

Kovno 

Kostroma 

Courland 

Kursk 

Lithuania 

Minsk 

Mogilev 

Moscow 

NijnenoTgorod 

Novgorod 

Olonetsk 

Orenburg 

Orel 

Penza 

Perm 

Podolia 

Poltava 

Pskov 

Eiazan 

Samara 

St. Petersburg... 

Saratov 

Simbirsk 

Smolensk 



i 

3 

17 

11 

6 

3 
24 

43 
5 
9 

8 
9 

3 
3 
7 

48 

H 

2 

16 

IO 

12 

12 

3 

4 

4 
3 

10 
12 
H 

7 

41 

7 

7 

10 

3 

6 

16 

6 

8 



15 

5 

38 

32 



24 
51 
80 
114 
53 

9 

25 
10 
62 
65 

68 
99 

54 
25 

82 

45 
28 
32 
103 
86 

34 
32 
53 
77 
62 

42 
81 
35 
48 
81 

35 
26 
56 
16 

1 



4 

2 

2 

9 

2 

5 
6 

3 
1 

1 

4 
2 



6 

1 

27 

5 

6 
9 
9 



18 
5 
4 
3 
8 

16 
9 
1 
9 



10 

10 

18 

8 

9 

4 

16 

1 

3 



12 
6 

8 
4 
3 
20 
8 

1 

1 
9 
5 

1 

11 

16 

8 

1 

4 

1 
6 
5 
6 
6 



8 
6 
3 

16 

11 

12 

5 

6 

7 
5 

1 
5 



2 

3 

13 

13 



1 
2 

4 

1 

5 
1 



6 
7 

17 
9 

i5 

1 

4 

37 

10 

8 

15 

3 

4 

11 

12 

19 

8 

11 

4 
9 

14 
10 

7 

13 

20 

8 
1 

27 

17 

17 
16 
11 
7 
17 

10 
17 
10 

4 

1 



2 
1 

5 

1 

11 

3 

i5 
17 

9 

2 

7 
9 

2 
6 

22 
11 

£ 

1 

18 

11 

5 
6 

9 



6 

5 
12 

IT 

5 

8 
16 

2 
1 
3 

6 
6 
4 
3 
3 
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the Months of January, February) March, and April, 1863. 



Deaths. 










Children 




Bobberies 


Deaths 
from 














Name of 




From 
Drunken- 


Frozen. 


ether 

Causes 

of 


Dead 
Bodies 


Missing. 


Left 
at Door*. 


Bobberies. 


in 
Churches. 


Hail 
Storms. 


Province or Town. 




ness. 




Death. 


Found. 
















17 


I 


21 


9 


2 




9 


1 




Archangel 




1 


— 


16 


15 


1 


13 


5 


1 


— 


Astrakhan 




2 


I 


23 


18 


— 




13 


1 


— 


Wilna 




2 


z 


22 


16 


— 


1 


4 


— 


— 


Witebsk 




51 


4 


73 


*3 


— 


11 


14 


— 


— 


Wladimir 




48 


3 


74 


21 


— 


3 


2 


1 


_ 


Vologda 




14 


— 


35 


l6 


— 


1 


1 


1 


— 


Volynsk 




41 


— 


78 


35 


— 


16 


2 


— 


— 


Voronej 




73 


2 


84 


8o 


2 


7 


6 


— 


— 


Viatka 




1 


— 


53 


43 


— 




5 


— 


— 


Grodno 







I 


28 


12 








1 


_ 


— 


Ekaterinoolav 




21 


2 


20 


13 


— 


— 


3 


— 


— 


Eniseisk 




19 


3 


19 


29 


— 


6 


— 


— 


1 


Irkutsk 




13 




65 


«5 


3 


18 


3 


— 


— 


Kazan 




15 


2 


38 


14 


— 


11 


1 


— 


— 


Kaluga 




3 


2 


75 


29 


— 


4 


4 


3 


__ 


Kiev 




1 


I 


16 


9 


— 




10 


— 


— 


Kovno 




15 


— 


17 


34 


— 


7 


2 


1 


— 


Kostroma 




— 


— 


7 


3 


— 


1 


1 


— 


— 


Courland 




4 


5 


109 


*9 


1 


>3 


3 


— 


— 


Kursk 




4 


— 


18 


11 


_ 


5 


S 


1 


_ 


Lithuania 




2 


— 


22 


13 


1 




— 


1 


— 


Minsk 




8 


3 


19 


13 












Mogilev 




22 


3 


73 


68 


2 


8 


8 


3 


— 


Moscow 




28 


5 


49 


33 


— 


*5 


17 


2 


— 


NijnenoYgorod 




25 


2 


26 


35 


— 


9 


— 


2 


— 


Novgorod 




3 


_ 


21 


8 


2 


2 


1 


— 


— 


Olonetsk 




38 


5 


53 


3° 


1 


1 


— 


— 


— 


Orenburg 




35 


5 


28 


12 


— 


18 


6 


3 


— 


Orel 




31 


6 


60 


42 


— 


7 


1 


— 


— 


Penza 




53 


3 


68 


45 


2 


3 


4 


_ 





Perm 




4 


5 


47 


>5 


— 


1 


2 


3 


— 


Podolia 




— 




36 


23 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Poltava 




7 


i 


26 


38 


1 


3 


— 


— 


— 


Pskov 




88 


5 


64 


40 


2 


2 


1 


1 


— 


Biazan 




29 


4 


46 


25 





3 


_ 


2 





Samara 




i2 


i 


62 


35 


— 


3 


2 


— 


— 


St. Petersburg 




25 


3 


63 


4* 


— 


11 


— 


3 


— 


Saratov 




3 




19 


18 


— 


— 


1 


— 


— 


Simbirsk 




4 


^~ 


19 


15 


"™" 


2 


1 


2 


—*" 


Smolensk 
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Table of 


Crimes and Accidents in 


the Russian Empire during 






Number of Fires. 


Premature 


Name of 
Province or Town. 


In 

Towns. 


In 

Villages. 


From 
lire. 


Suicides. 


Murders. 


Man- 
slaughter. 


From 
Drowning. 


Crashed 
by Trees, 

Falls of 
Earth, &c. 






•3 

5 

ii 

7 

& 

.<; 

27 

13 
26 

9 
18 

9 

2 

25 
5 

2 
7 
1 


24 
72 
76 
16 
14 

57 
34 

5 
50 

2 

81 
64 

20 

3 

15 

1 


1 

1 
2 

1 

3 

5 

4 
1 

1 
1 

2 


10 
4 
5 

14 
3 

4 
27 
17 
13 

3 

3 

10 
2 

2 

6 

15 

7 
2 


5 

5 

8 

9 

18 

4 

5 

12 

6 

7 
3 

4 

2 
1 

6 
23 

9 
1 

1 


1 
3 

3 

2 
1 

4 

4 

4 

1 

2 

6 

1 


8 
26 

9 
16 

5 

23 

24 

10 

6 

8 

18 

5 

2 

5 

2 

4 
7 

3 


S 
22 

9 
3 

4 

5 

9 

11 

8 

5 
8 
2 
1 

2 
3 

"« 

8 

5 

2 




Tver 




Tobolsk 








Tula 




















































Baku (province of).... 
Tiflis 












District of Cossack \ 




Total* 


632 


2,417 


126 


433 


393 


129 


612 


405 









* These totals do not correspond in many cases with, the items. Such mistakes almost 

mistakes must 
Note. — This Table apparently embraces a population of about 60 millions. 
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'he Months of January, February, March, and April, 1863 — Contd. 




Deaths. 




Children 
Left 




Robberies 
in 


Deaths 






From 




Other 

Causes 
of 


Dead 


Missing. 


Bobberies. 


from 
Hail 


Name of 
Province or Town. 




Drunken- 


Frozen. 


Bodies 




at Doors. 




Churches. 


Storms. 






ness. 




Death. 


Found. 
















5 


3 


24 


6 




1 








Taurida 




32 


4 


79 


34 


1 


•5 


1 


2 


— 


Tambov 




30 


i 


63 


47 


— 


«4 


3 


— 


— 


Tver 




32 


— 


25 


35 


— 


6 


— 


— 


— 


Tobolsk 




20 


7 


31 


21 


— 


1 


2 


1 


— 


Tomsk 




56 


7 


53 


14 





4 








— 


Tula 




7 




77 


37 


— 


5 


2 


1 


— 


Kharkov 




4 


— 


38 


2.6 


— 


4 


— 


— 


— 


Kherson 




5 


i 


50 


28 


— 


1 


— 


— 


— 


Chernigov 




1 


— 


6 


6 


— 


3 


— 


1 


— 


Esthonia 




33 


3 


44 


39 


^_ 


39 


4 


3 


1 


Yaroslav 




__ 




34 


31 





I 


2 


4 


— 


Bessarabia 




1 





4 


3 


1 


2 


— 


— 


— 


Kertch-Enikale 







— 


19 


16 


1 


13 


1 


— 


— 


Odessa 




— 


— 


6 


3 


— 


5 


1 


1 


— 


Taganrog 




_ 


_ 


8 


1 





_ _ 


^_ 


^_ 





Nikolaiev 




3 


















Sebastopol 




8 


i 


5 


12 


1 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Cronstadt 




33 


7 


79 


26 


— 


3 


8 


— 


— 


Moscow 




1 


3 


18 


6 


1 


3 


12 


— 


1 


Baku (province of) 




_ 


__ _ 


16 


4 


__ _ 





2 








Tiflis 




2 


= 


18 


3 


1 


4 




1 




Stavropol 

Kutais 
f District of Cossack 
\ troops 




1 


i 


4 
















933 


"5 


2,446 


1.553 


29 


387 


164 


48 


3 


Total* 



always occur in Russian tables. As the totals are, however, quoted in an official abstract, the 
occur in the items. 



